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I N T R O D U C T I O N
O V E R V I E W

WE ALL DEPEND ON THE BAY-DELTA

The Bay-Delta system provides drinking water for 22 million people. It supports California’s

trillion-dollar economy, including its $27 billion agricultural industry. Its levees protect farms,

homes, and infrastructure. It is the largest estuary on the west coast — home to 750 plant and

animal species — and it supports 80% of the state’s commercial salmon fisheries.

DEF IN ING  AND  RESOLV ING  THE  BAY-DELTA  CONFL ICT

Straining under dual roles as crucial habitat and water project crossroads, the Bay-Delta is

in decline from decades of competing demands, no longer functioning as a healthy ecosystem

or as a reliable source of water.

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is a collaborative effort among 23 state and federal agen-

cies (CALFED Agencies) to improve water supplies in California and the health of the San

Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta watershed.

IMPLEMENTAT ION  PR IOR IT IES :

■ Meet commitments and milestones in the Bay-Delta Plan.

■ Apply independent scientific review and adaptive management to all major activities

with accurate and frequent reports to the public.

■ Conduct early and continuous agency, stakeholder and public involvement.

■ Support local and regionally based strategies to achieve the Program’s goals.

■ Develop performance standards and milestones for each program element.

■ Maintain a balanced and integrated Program.
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December 1994
Bay-Delta Accord

June 2000
Framework
Announced

August 2000
Record of Decision signed;
CALFED Program
Implementation Begins

2008
Completion of Stage 1
(First Seven Years)
   Foundation of Long-Term
   Program Direction Completed

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program
is a comprehensive collaborative
effort that will take 30 years or
more to complete.

2002
Governance Bill
Signed
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